
The Middle Ages Notes:

I. Changes in Medieval England after the Norman invasion in 1066

I. What effects did the Norman invasion have on the way the English were governed?

A. William did not want to eliminate the Anglo Saxons, so the language reflected a combination of Norman and Anglo Saxon elements, which is why English today reflects both French and Anglo/Saxon (German) words.

The French also brought a Feudalistic society to England, differing from the more democratic society of the Anglo Saxon, where everyone was taken care of under the king.

B. Feudalism was a caste system, a property system, and a military. It was based on rank, with God as the supreme overlord. 

The classic François-Louis Ganshof version of feudalism[2][3] describes a set of reciprocal legal and military obligations among the warrior nobility, revolving around the three key concepts of lords, vassals and fiefs. 

· A lord was in broad terms a noble who held land. 
· a vassal was a person who was granted possession of the land by the lord, and the land was known as a fief. In exchange for the use of the fief and the protection of the lord, the vassal would provide some sort of service to the lord. There were many varieties of feudal land tenure, consisting of military and non-military service.
· Knights had to have parents rich enough to buy armor and to educate him. At about fourteen, a boy became a squire, a personal servant to a knight.
· Chivalry: a code of conduct. The knight’s first obligation was to defend his lord, the king and the Christian faith; but also covered how to treat a lady, how to help others and how to resist the urge to run away if captured. Chivalry did not help women achieve status in society.
· Courtly love was nonsexual (for the most part); a knight might write poems to his lady or wear her colors in battle. A lady was seen as pure and our of reach. 
· Marriage vs. courtly love- most marriages were for economic reasons and often did not involve love. In addition, marriage often dissolved any allusions as those seen through the eyes of courtly love.
II. How did the Bubonic plague change England- The Black plague wiped out 1/3 of Europe’s population, which caused more need for workers and business owners in the cities. This resulted in a large number of serfs to move to cities to fill these needs. 
III.  How did growing number of cities continue to change England? The Feudalistic society was changed by the growing number of cities in which lower, middle, and upper middle classes developed. These people owned businesses, were bakers, and held other jobs in the city. Money (or coins) were accessible to more people. This resulted in less serfs, knights, and Lords. 
II. Introduction to The Canterbury Tales
Vocabulary:

frame story- several short stories told within the context of a larger story

author’s style- varied according to who is telling the tale

proverb - each tale ends with a proverb or piece of wisdom

pilgrim-a person who journeys to a sacred place for religious reasons

pilgrimage- a religious journey or a journey to a place associated with someone or something well known or respected

Vocabulary from pages 140-141

Narratives-

Medieval narratives 

Middle English

Imagery & figurative language

irony

characterization- a character is developed through description, direct statements, dialogue, and responses and comments of other characters.

Pilgrims on the Way to Canterbury

As you read the prologue to The Canterbury Tales, keep track of each character who is traveling to Canterbury, using a similar outline as shown below. Write a description based on your readings. You may want to write a general description and supporting it with evidence (quotes) from the text. Choose one character for which you draw and color a picture of that character.

1. _______________________________________

Description:





























____________________________________

