
Study Notes for the Canterbury Tales

1. During what time period does The Canterbury Tales take place?
2. What major event has impacted the Anglo Saxon societal structure? What changes are reflected in The Canterbury Tales?
3. What was the Bubonic Plague and how did it further change the societal structure?
4. What religious influence affected the beliefs and structure of the society?
5. What is a pilgrimage?
6. What is Chivalry?
7. What is a frame story?
8. What is the purpose of the Prologue to the Canterbury Tales?
The Pardoner’s Tale

1. What is Satire?
2. What is personification?
3. What is an allegory?
4. What is irony?
5. What is a Pardoner?
6. What do we learn about the Pardoner from the Prologue to the Canterbury Tales?
7. What more do we learn about Chaucer’s Pardoner from the Pardoner’s Prologue?
8. Who is personified? Why is this an effective way of presenting death?
9. What is a rioter?
10. Why do the three rioters go seeking death?
11. What causes their deaths and what moral are we to learn from the allegory?
12. Why is this particular allegory ironic?
13. How does The Pardoner’s Tale satirize pardoners during Chaucer’s time?
14.  Is it probable that all pardoners were like Chaucer’s pardoner?
15. How is the fact that the characters are pilgrims on a pilgrimage to the shrine of Thomas a Becket ironic?
16. In what ways is the tale still relevant today?
The Wife of Bath and The Miller’s Tale

1. Through which literary genre is the story told. Why might Chaucer have chosen to use that particular genre?
2. What Medieval beliefs are explored in the story?
3. What is “Bath?”
4. How does Chaucer use irony and/or satire to make his point?
5. What philosophical reflections does Chaucer make through his characters?
6. How do the character descriptions add to our understanding of the character and theme of the story?
6. How is the tale still relevant today?


